
'!'HE INFANTRY SCHOOL 
GENERAL SJro ';riON 

MILITARY HISTORY COMMITTEE 
FORT BBNNING, Gl!DRGIA 

ADVANCED OFFICERS COURSE 
1946-1947 

'l'HE OPERATIONS OF THE 23D CAVALRY RECONNAISSANCE ~UADRON (Mecz) 
IN PURSUIT ACTION WI'!H 'l'HE 86TH INFANTRY DIVISION 

FROM INGOLSTADT ·ro WASSERSBURG, Gl!RMANY 
28 APRIL TO 2 MA.Y 1945 

TJpe of operation described: SQUADRON IN PURSUIT 

Captain Howard P. Schaudt, Infantey 



• • 
'fABLE OF C ONTEN'l'S 

Index .•............................... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Bibliography 

Introduction 

Geographical 

................. -....................... . 

.................................... ,.. .... 
Feattll'es •••••••.•.•.•••••••••••••••••••• 

2 

3 

5 

The Movement to the Assembly Area •••••••••••••••••••• 5 

The Advance to ·wassersburg. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • 7 

Analysis and Critic 1am . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . • . . • . . • • • • 21 

Less on a • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 23 

Map -

Map -

• 

Area South of Nurenberg, Gel'l!llllly, showing Route taken 
by the 23d Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mecz) to 
an Assembly Area across the Danube River at Ingolstadt, 
scale 1/250,000. · 

Area South of Ingolstadt, Germany, showing Zone of 
O.Oeration of the 23d Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron 
(~ecz) during the period 29 April to 2 May 1945, scale 
1/250,000 • 



••• 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

A-1 RfJJ)crt 1t7 the SllPl"eme C8111&nder to the Co.bi:aed Chiefs 
of Staff on the Operations ill Jllnoope of the Allied 
bpedit!G!lal"J' Force. El ;rune 1944 to 8 Bray 1.tU • 

.a.-t '1')1e Sne:ath UD1ted States A1'1117 Report of OperaUona, 
Pra:noe and Gel"Jiany 1944 • 1945, Vol. III. 

A-$ O,.ratiou Report !h!rd Ar7q, Vol. I. 

A.f. World War II, Roger w. Shugg aDd MajGP H. A· lli8Wee1'4. · 

A•l After Aotiom Repc)l•t of the !3d Canll"f ReeeDaiasaD\M 
. Squadroa, Jleoha:aised. (Period 0001, IS April to 0001, 

9 •• ,. 194.5.) 

A-G !'llird ArlttT Staff Section Reports, Vol. II • 

.A_, !he P1lauto. Corps Report (III C or:pa.) 

a. 



• • 
---- --·· -~ -~,.~~- · ··""r"'. I~···· 

' ~ ~· 
.• 

mB OPBRM'IOJS OF 'lHE 8SD CAVALRY RIICODAISIU.liCB SClUADROlr (lieu) 
Ill PURSUI'l ACTIOB lJI'fB 'fBB 86'l'll IBPAJftRY DIVISION 

!BOlt IWOOLSTAD'f '10 I'ASSERSBURG, GBJilUY 
28 APRIL 'ID 2 MAY u•s. 

IBTRODUCTIOJ' 

Tkis llonogra}lh coveN the moveuat or the 83d Oavall"J 

ReoODDaisumoe Squadron (Jteos) flo011 hreDberr;, 0el'II8.Dl' to &D 

assembly area just across the DaDube River at Imgolstadt, 

I'Jel'lllai!J' and Pursuit Operat1o:ns f'rCIII there to l'aaseNburr;, 

Gel'lftaur. 

By 15 April 1945 the Ul'li ted States Arlliu bad reaehed the 

ap!"Jl"'Xi•t• line agreed upol'l at Yalta, a:nd the eperaticms o:f' 

the Westel"D Allied .Arwies i:n Oena:ny had slowed c!•11 eonaUer

ably. (1) 

It was reported by Reiehsarsehal B8l"'ll&n:n Goering, head 

of tlM Gem&D l.u.f'twaf:f'e, that Adolf' Bi tlel", Fuehl"er ot the 

Third Reich, was ecmriDeed o:n 22 Apl"il 1945 the wal" lw! bMD 
I 

lat. (8) 'fbia was tbl"ee days before the l1Dk up ot U•1ted 

Ita tea aDd Russian tl"oOJ)s on the husks of the Elba River Hal"' 

'!'01181lU em 25 Appil 1945, when patrols ot the 8'734 Regblfnlt, 

&ttb. lllfalrt.ey D1v111oD, made ecmtaet with el.eDta of the 58th 

IJuapds D1 V1810IIo (:S} 

!be liquidatlo:n of the Ruhl" poCket, 18 April 1945, (4) aDd . 
the •et1ng of the Allies created a det1n1 ta void 111 ce!ltl"al 

Gel'lla:ny. 'ftle Gema.D .ll"..llies were split 1Dto sepapat.e cc.aa:ada, 

the North aud the South, with Do means ot oODnect1Dg the opel"

atio!lll in the twe scmes. '!'be Allied .ll"'lies then bad the jeb 

ot clestroyiug the two l"811a1D1Dg fl"a.pe:nts ot the IJel"JJS.D J.l"ar• 

(5) 

(l) J.-4, P• :S:52; (2) A-2, p. 80'1; (:S) J.~1, p. 10'?; (4) J.•1, 
~· 105; (5) A•l, P• 113. 
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111 the DOrt.h the Allied Slat Ar117 Group e aRlll\ted 1 ta at• 

T&Dcea. In the aouth under the 6th Artq Gro1l}), tlle Sneath Arrq 

was advaneiug t01rarda Jltmieh and was 4eTOt1Dg ita •in attenUOIIl 

to the problem of the Red0111K farther south aD1 weat.. (6) 

Under the 12th Arttr1 aroap, the ftlitd Ar117 aad• l"'l.p!d pro .. 

sress iD it.a drive s Cllth and -M.8t down the ,DaDUM. lt1Ter T&~ley. 

Rese:nawrg fell to t.lae D Corps, '.l'hird Aral7, em 1:1 &pril, •111· 

the C Gl'PII eontill\ted a ctbeaat tara rda Lil!'a. ('7) 

8traigtat south· in the d !recti on of tlllll llati OD&l Rec!w.'bt 

Area, a gap waa temporarily lett open. Til Cerpa of ftlil'll A.rrJtY 

waa earplo,-ad south of lfurenberg and weat of RegeubuJ'S te f'tll 

tbis gap. While the splitting of Gerii&Jly llad preveliilted. the 

110Te1Hllt ot the German Bigb Camand into the Redcaltt, it at1ll 

was 111ot a eerta1Dt7 tllat it would not be the aeelll8 of a dee· 

perate stand by the fanatical elements of the al"Jdea south of 

the dividing line with thoae Which might retreat aorthwa:N. at. 

ot ltaly. (8) 

'!he Allied COIIITI8.nd estillated that about •• lnmdred dh1.

e1ona, 1ne luding the bulk o t the reJIIIlining llel'lla:n Anlorea, IS 

fol'lllat1oD8 aDd aa mat17 as thirty l'anser diTiaio:aa, mi@tlt ••· 

ee1vably be coacntrated behind the mOUJitain bal"l"iera. .USo 

11011t of the surviving GeriiiiUI jet fighter plane atreBsth was .. 
loeated in the south. (9) 

A rapid purau1t i:Dto the Bavarian plaine to praye:at the 

withdrawal of en81117 troops into the Redcabt was irtdieated. 

The eD&IIJ' was plannins and organizing to keep ope11 a eorrsjder 

111to the Bavarian Alps. (10) 

(6) .l•l, P• U.4J 
(9) .l-1, P• ll2J 

('7) A-1, P• 115; (8) .l-1, PP• Ul-11-1; 
(10) A-3, P• 370. 
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It was i.Ddicated lly a !'bird Artq 8-2 re]t81"t Gil 18 April 

1945, that the e:ae1117 waa capable of atteaptiDg oJWaaized hasty 

defensive poeitioas on the Daumbe, Isar and lnrs liver. tn aa 

ef':f'ort to delay OU1" advaae iDto the lfational Re4CIIIIl>t. (11) 
\ 

\ '!'he area over which the 23d Oavall"J' Recotmaiaaaoe Squ-
' dl"On operated extended :f'r(JII the Damabe valley em the ,.rth to 

the foothills of' the AJ.pa mO\Uitaiu em the sstb.. 

~his te~ain can be Characterised as tlat·and_rolling with 

D1111el"OUS well def'ined stre11111 ed ridge linea. 

In the M!'thern pwtiors of' this aJOea dniuase is Jllllhd,

towarda the Dan'be !liver. In 1be cerstral perUcm it is f.e the 

Isar Ri'Y01' an4 ill the s Clllthe!'D portioD to the Inrs Ri'Yero fileae 

tllree rivera t1 01r generally fr011 west t e east.,. 

As. a whole the terrain ia well suited fmo deteue al'ld de• 

laying actions d'lte to the excellent obse"aticm e,.r the reia• 

ti'Yely flat areas, the well defined ridge linea and ...ereaa 

river, canal and stream linea. 

""111.@ of tire coincided roughly wUil e:pport.1111it.1ea for 
' obae"atiOID. ·.· Ample cover am c •ceallllellt existed throupnt 

the area because of' the DWIIerous weeded areas. 

'rBB liOVIILIUIT 'fO !liB ASSDBIIY AREA. 

On the morning of 28 AprU '1945, the 234 Canlry Rel!loDD• 

a1ssanoe Squadro'll-. in bi'You.ao six m1les rsorthea.st of' WllrenbeJ"$, 

Germany j\lst off t.he l'te1ohsauto'bahn, recehed ·orders direct1JII 

that it p:roeeed at once te Ingolatadt, Oel'lllllrsy to be aasiped 

to III Corps. (12) 

\ 
(11) A•6, P•. CCXI; (12) A-5, P• l. 
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The Squadron 1101ed out at 1500, 28 April, while tb.6'!Ct1Bd:Pa 

; 

COllllaDder proeeeded direeUy to Headquartera III Corps. At. nr 
Corps Headquarters the Colonel was further 1nfo1"1118d that uur 

SquadroD waa attached to the 86th Infantry :Diviaio:n them in tile 

nc1n1 ty of Ingolatadt. tJpon reporting to the 86th Division 

B6adquarters, the misaion of protecting the right t'la:nk of '!:h• 
DiviaioD, Which was alao the right flank of III Col"Jia aDd !hi!'ll 

A.rfA'J', was aaaigned. (13) 

C1le the Colonel was in the proceaa of receiving these 

ol'lle:rs, the Squadron was moving on a blackout march dOWD Highway 

2 to Weiaenburg (39-56) and f're111 there on Highway 13 to Iqolatadt. 

Th1a ton had been captured en 26 April 1945 by ele•nta of the 

86th Infantry Division. (14} 

'!he Squadron was met at Ingolstadt by the 81\Uadron Comma1'14er~ 

Who led the column across the muddy Dam1be River cm a poDtO.!I' 

bridge, which had, been c matructed by the 86tlll Diviaicm lhiC1Beflil"8. 

(15) 

During the march to Ingolatadt, it had been :impoaaible to 

uae the Autobahn, because retreating enEII!'f troop• had 4e8\rO'fed 

the bridges all along the way. Blown bridges on the side reutea 

had also slowed the movement. 

'lhe 23d oroaaed the Danube River at 0400, 29 April 1945, 

thirteen hours after leaving Xurenberg. Only fU'ty miles had 
' 

been traveled during this perlod. It had rained alJio at all 

night. The weather was cold, and the roads were llllddy a,Sl 
• 

alippery., (16) 

After crossing the Danube River, the Squadro!l went i:ato an 

(13) A-5, P• 1; (14) A•?, P• 33; (15) Statement by 86th lDf. 
Div. Engr.; (16) Self. 
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assembl7 al'lta near the a mt.h bank until da7l1gbt. While. :Jiollt of 

the Command slept, the COJIUIIander briefed the 'l'l'oop CCM~~~~andel'll ald 

Staff as to the Squad :ron 1s minion and at about. 0800 assig!!ed 

sonee of ution to A and D 'l'roops on the right flau ot the SISth 
' ' 

I:ntantl'7 Division. 'ftle right flank of t.he SEith was approzi.at•· 

l7 concurrent. w 1th the Aut. obahn oonneeting Ingols tadt wi t.h Mlm1oh. 

(17) 

An additional mission from Division, of maintaining contact 

with t.be 14th Armored D1 vision on the lett, was ala o received and 

assigned t.o B troop. {18) 

'IHE ADVAJ.iCE TO WASSlllSBURG 

Squadron Headquarters am C 'l'roop displaced fOl"lfaro to a:a 

area in the vioinit7 of Hog (79-1:5) at 0900, 29 April• E 'l'roep 

and F C0111pan7 had to be left 1n the assembl7 area near the ~Dilbe 

until a resuppl7 ot gasoline could be proeured. (19} 

'lhe mOTemeDt of Allied troops during the. last phases of the 

War had been so rapid, that gasoline dUIIIps had not been able to 
' displace forward fast enough to keep up. A short&se also e:xis· 

ted within the Stith Intant1'7 Division. Squadron trab'la had re· 

turned to llurenberg, but the dWIIp there was also au.t of gascil.ine. 

Where ~ Squadron Transportation Officer f1nall7 secured a re· 
suppl7 is unknown to the author. 

During the course of the da7 of the 29th, A a!ld D 'l'roops, Oll 

the right fiank, cleared out several small villages aga ta•t 11 ttle 

resishnce. 'Dle 3d l'latoon of D 'l'roop cleared l'O!'llbach (74-09)~ 

where twent7-one prisoners were rounded up. (20) 

At a bout 1000 A 'l'roop received a radio message d !J:oee til!lg 1 t 

(17) A•5, P'P• 2, ll; (18) A-5, P• l; (19),Sel:t: (20) !•15, 
P• 11. 



• • 
to rejoin the Squadron. B 'froop had been iDBtru.ot.ed to eetaet 

the Mlat Infantry Regient., me• to ita lett flutt aDd ocmtact 

the Uth Amored Divia1on. 1!!1 'froop moved southeast to O.tenaal 

(94-06), and there it contacted eleenta of the 341d IDfa!ltl"t 

Regilleut. It was explaiDed the 342d Jaa'd replaced the 34ltit. 

'!'he 342d was able to auppl7 the Troop with gas Gline aad 8BIIli\U!1• 

tiCIIl, both or which were sorely needed. 

B 'l'roop then moved to the lett flank of the 3424 and set 

up ita C:omtar~d Post in Seeburg (Of-12). 'l'he 2d PlatooD was 

assigned a miaaion of patrolling the left flank of the lleg1mellt . 
' 

aDd Heuring a crossing ot a canal, wbieh was located just ntf.l!'th 

ot the +aar River. '1'he lat Platoon was e~oyed to the tla1il: 

aJ!d rear of the 2d Platocz. 'l'he 3d Platoon was held ill reaeJ!oTe. 

'!'held Platom captured a bridge over the canal that had been 

prepa.red tor demolition. Sixteen German e11g1neera who wel'8 pro

tecUrag the bridge were captured. Platoon Beadquarten~ eaptu:red. 

five prisoners at Seeburg, and the lst Platoo:n captured a teu 

•n German patrol sou. theast of Seeburg. (21) 

At 1800, 29 April, C 'l'roop, which had been 1D r"el"'fe, was 

assigned a zone of advance on the right flank of t'be Divlaio:a 

with the' m1aa1on of maintaining c mtact with the 86th. '!'he lat 

Platoon of C 'froop with 'i'r'oop Beadquarte1'8 mowd into the t01fll 

of Prickendort {84-99) at about 1100. Tb.e 3d Platoon mow4 to 

Palmahauaen (8:5-H) and oc eupied 1 t by 0016, :50 April. 'l'he ld 

Platoon moved into Streitberg (88-0!} and ooc'llpie« it lry 2400, 

29 April. (22) 

During the c 0\ll'ae of the nisht, C 'frOCIIIItla aeeurit'1 el-e!lts 

(21) A•5, P• 5; (22) A-6, P• 7 • 

e. 
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1D Priokendorf had a busy t1111e trying to keep Gel'lllaD aoldieH 

f'roJII slipping Ollt of the town. '!'he next morDing, 30 Apr11 0 

the 'fl'oop ••nt out dillmouted patrols into the wooded area 

surrounding the town and roun~ed up s a~~e thirty addltto:aal 

priso:nera. 

The 3d Platoon, 0 Troop, had a report. f'l"om a Gille l'l!eDOh 

soldiers tbat there were several German deserters in a ·farm 

house Dear Paunshauaen. An armored car a!ld a machine gun ·l/4 

ton (Jeep) were dispatched to investigate. !his patrol picked 

up one affioer and eight enlisted men. On the retul'D trip five 

P-5la started a stra.ffing run on the vehiolea. l'ortuu.tely; the 

.first pla:ae misaed the two vehicles almollt entirely, and by the 

time the second was abmt in postt1 on two ·~era of the armorel! 

oar crew were wildly waiTing aD identification poel. 'fhe pilot 

noticed the panel and palled out dipping the plane's wings to 

signify reoog:aitton. (23} 

Later on that day, 0 !roop was assembled at Aldel'ShauaetJ 

(86-89) and at 1500, 30 Apr11 0 they lei"t on Squadron .o:rder to 

join the Squadron in an assembly area northwest of ll'l>eieing. (!4} 

'l'he Squadron h~d received olders to mo..e aouth 1Jimfll!iately, 

cross the Isar River at Freistng (97-86) and proceed W'1 th all 

haste to secure the Inn RiTer crossing at Waaaereburg (35-50) • 
• 

At 1300, 30 April, B 'l'roop was relined from the M2d Intalll.J'y 

and rejoil'ltld the SquadrOD. (25) 

A crossiDg of the Isar River at :&eising e mld ba:ve bee:a 

affected easily, as the 86th had cleared the town aDi had estab

lished a bridgehead acroaa the river. However, it had not aa 

(23) Statement by Lt. Butchills, Platoon Leader, C Troop, 3 X&y, 
1945; (24) A-5, P• 1; (26) A•5, P• 1 • 

•• 
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yet aecu~d a crossing or the caml looated to the east a:nc! 

parallel to the Isar. '!'he Squadron COJIII!an cl&r decided to aeek 

another crossing. All the·brtdges to the nort.h within the 

Squadron zone had been blown, but to the sou.th the 106th Canl· 

~ Groap had secured a crossing at Granek ( 13·'16) aDd gave par• 

miSsion to the Squadron to cross there as soon as a bridge was 

repaired. 'rhe Squadron began crossing this bridge late 1!1 the 

arterDoon of the 30th. (!6) 

Bowenr, after then movi!lg southeast to IJoldack (9'7-75)> 

the leading elements of the Squadron came under mortar fire, 

whiCh halted the forward movement of the Squadron. By 'Ibis 

time darkness was setting in, and the leadillg elemellt, A Tl'o'Cip, 

foand itself halted in open column on a poor road with flat,. 

JI!Udety and swampy ground on b at.h s ides • '!he Squadl'OII 00111111an&l :r 

ordered those elements that ad crossed the Iaar to go into 

bivouac ira the general vicini tr of their present loca U on a:n!l. 

the others to remain west of the Isar. The scc:ut sections of 

both the lat. a:od 2d Platoons of A Troop were sent north aDII 

east from the biyouac a:rea to :reoo:nnoiter the enaJIT poaitioa 

aDd to locate possible by-passes. (27) 

'rhe lst and 2d'Platoans of A Troop reported the 1adwig 

Canal to the east w1 th a 11 bridges blewn. ODe bridge to the 

sou. theast was reparable. !he Squadron bf.d to await the re-. 

pab,o of this bridge. 

Mea:mrh1le, D Troop, with one platoon of t.he 'famk Company, 

CompaBJ F, a!ld one platoon or the Assault GilD 'f:roop, 'f:roop E, 

attached. mowd down the .btobahn and east to Granek. After 

crosaing the Isar River, the 'f'roop tur!led s oath to the tow:n of 

(26) A•5, P• 1; (2'1) A-5, p. a. 

10. 
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Fisoherhausen { 94-69). 

Just outside this town D 'froop Collll'llllnder was hit bJ' ellEIIIJ" 

rifle fire fr0111 a woodtKI area. A d isaounted patrol q 1d.ckl7 

cleaned out the w ocds w :lt.h no Jll"ia oners ta.kel'l. '!he dead were 

not ocu.nted, but an est.bulte of a platoOD strength was given. 

(28} 

'!'be executive officer assuaed co--.m of D fl'oop, and the 

'fr'oop cont.iwed a OJ.th through Ismaning (93-61) then northeast 

to Zengermosa (98-72) a!ld on to Moos1nning (05-72), w:b.ere the7 

suddenl7 c8111e upon approxima tell' one hundred Germans deplore" 

against elemer~ta of the 106t.h CaYall"J'o D 'l'roop had approae:bed 

unnoticed behi!ld the Germans. After the i1'11 t1al burst of fire 

tr0111 the lead 1Dg vehie lea, the etleiQ" aUl'rendered. Solie· :ni1R7 

prisoners were taken, i!leludi!lg a grw.p of SS fa:naties, wbo, 

it was learned, had been shooting their own men wbD had tritKI 

to surrender. Elements ot the l06th Caval.JT c leantKI out the· 

town of Moosi:nning. (29) 

B1 0130, 1 lla:J, the bridge across the X.dwig Oaal wae 

reJQired, and D !roop mo'ftd on east across the Liar Canal at 

Heider Beuehi!lg (05•70). C !roop was protecting the bPidge

head and had been under artillery fire just tifteel!l 'lliDUtes 

betcre D 'l'roop al'!'iYed. D 'froop then contilmed Mat te 

Rei:xbg (07-70), which was 01tpoated for the night. (30) 

At 0500, 1 v..,., B Troop had 'I!Oved on Squadron order ill 

the direction of Pretzen (10-73). In paning tbroap the toe 

of Pret.aeD, the J.at Platoon took a wrong tUl'D and bmlediatel7 

(28} Statt~~~et 'b7 Capt. John A. Pi:ndar, CO, D !roop, 30 April 
1145; (29) (30) A-5, PP• 1, ll. 

11. 
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came u.:nder fire f:rom bUildings· in the tom. '!'he lst, leading, 

Platoon opened fire on viajlble targets and bu.ildiDgs .tr0111 wh1c~ 

the fire had ocme, while the 2d and 3d Platoons disii!OUl'lted a!d 

went into the buildings to clear the opposition. An u.nc<nnted 

DWIIber of Germans were killed, four were w <nnded and sixty-one 

captured. O!le 1/4 ton truck (.Jeep) was lost, but no casual· 

ties were suffered by the Tl'oop pe:rsonnel. (31) 

Here at Pretzen, a platoon of light tanks (ll-24) .tr0111 P 

Company and a platoon of assault guns f'l'cm E 'l':roop were at· 

tached. (32) 

With the 3d Platoon lead 1ng, B 'froop moved on towards 

Indorf (12-'73). Upon entering the town, the 'flOoop came 1mde:r 

artUlel"J and JIOl'tC)r fire. Tbe Tl'oop witbd:rew and by-passed 

Indorf moving em north tbrCRtgh Brdi:ng a:nd aa to Xil'CI:Iasch. (16-

'75), Where it had to await approxiJII8.tely six hours tor gasoline. 

'!'he amoant of gasoline received was insufficient to fill all 

nhiclea. (33) 

B !rOop continued east at about 1430 with the let Platoon 

as the leading element. This Platoon passed thrmgh Landersdort 

(23•"15) and secured the northeaste:rn edge of the town. A .ea

sage .from the front of the column told of the approaeh of a:n 

e:nemy iDfantl"J colwnn of approximate~ a co:mpan,- ccm1Dg ddfD 

the road frCIII the north. 'fhe assault guns with two dismounted 

recounaissance platoons went into position on the left· of the 

road. The tanka moved to the right of the road, allld o:n order 

all opened fire. Almost all of the enemy col'llll:n was destroyed. 

ODe ot the tankers, bore sighti:ng with '75111111 pn, sniped at a:n 

(31) (32) A•5, P• 6; (33) A-5, P• 6. 

12. 
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8138111'1 illfantrntan rtarm illg !lCl'OSS an open field. !he en81Q' 

iDtantr,man disintegrated. (~4} 

B '!'roop then moved on to Sohratstetten (22•"1'7). Upon 

starting to enter the town, e enemy machine gun opead tire 

on the col.UJI!Jl f'rCIII an old wooden farm building to the lett ot 

the road. One round of Wl' tr0111 an assault gu.n sileDced the 

machine gun and set the bu1ld1Dg on fire. After a few build

i~~gs in the town had been tale:n under aasaul t gun tire, a 

German civilian was sent into the town with orders fCI.' the 

town to surrender,. U it would be destro78d~ Sixty-tour SS 

prisoners were taken. (35) 

Oasoline was again l'llnning short. B Troop back tracked 

to Landersdorf where there were better facilities tor billet

iDg. Su:pper was eaten, and the 'froop was bedded down for the 
I 

night. Members, of an element ot the 14th Armored Divisiora, 

pasa1ng through the town, told the 'frcop OOIIUIIamder the entire 

plan had been changed. Nothing to that atreot was received 

trom Squadron. The town had be em a eoured tor the. night. Stlow 

was still tallil'lg, and gasoline had not been received. '1'he 

location of tbe 'froop was reported to SQuadron Headquarters. 

On the mwning ot 1 May, A 'froop patrols had returned 

tr011 makil'lg a recormaiaaance ot the roada, to the north and 

east ot the Squadrcm bivouac area, to filii! poasible by-passes 

ot the enem7 resistance encountered the evening previous. The 

road net, over which the7 had worked; was ve1'7 poor. · Witll cou

tinuoua rail!l, the patrols had fOUDd it e all Dight job. One 

patrol had again contacted elfllille:nta or the 106th eavalr-,, f'rom 

WhOIII the,. had obtained s0111e information as to the movements 

(34) Statement b-, Capt • .Jdln C. Patterson, co, B Troop, 2 Ma7, 
1945; (35) A-5, P• 6. 
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and location o.f tb9 enemy. '!he patrols reported eneJ117 ret~is

ta:nee to the front had wi thdrawD. (36) 

At about 1000, 1 May, Squadron Headquarters with resel"Ye 

Troops D, E a:nd F displaced east and set up a Coliiii&Ild Post on 

c Qlllll&ndillg terra ill in the vicinity o.f Indor.f. (37) 

A Troop was assigned the mission o.f preceedillg east on the 

right nank o.f the Squadron with all possible speed via Indort, 

Lengdor.f, Arms tort (2 8-71) to Highway 15, then sou.th as rapitll. y 

as possible, by-passing all enemy resistance, uil reach!Dg the 

I11n River to cut ott the retreating enemy and to i:nsare the 

erossillg o.f lll.l1ed troops. (38) 

At about 1200, 1 May, the SquadrcrJ reeehed orders t'rOIII 

the 86th In.fa:ntry Division attaching them to 8 !ask FOree Polk,• 

a farce made up of i:n.fa:ntry, tanks and artillery o.f the Division. 

'l'be miss ion o t the 'fask Foree was , the same as had been given to 

tcr the Squadron earlier, to seize the river crossiDg at Wassere

burg. At 1400, the Squadron CCIIImander took Troop E and 00Jllpany 

F to support Troop A, while Squadron Co11111and Post followed with 

'froop c. (39) 

At this time, the general plaD was to mow all troops to 

the north south road, Dor.fe:n-Wassersburg, and then swing soath 

along the road to the Inn River. (40) 

At. a boat. 0630, 1 May, D T.roop moved :northeast frCllll Reixi:ng 

to .blltersdorf (12-'15), where two enemy snipers were located and 

killed. It then continued on to Ki:nzlbach (15·'l'6), where it was 

' .foreed to halt again .for f'our hours because o.f lack o.f gasoli:ae. 

During this llalt, a report was received that there was a company 

(36) Self, present at Sq. ~~q·. when patrols returDed; (3'1) 4-5, 
P• 1; (38) A•5, pp. 1,3; (39) A-5, PP• 1,8; (40) A-5, p. 1. 
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of GermaDs wi-th rifiea and aut0111at1 c weapoDa located iD the 

woods just outside of llDslbach in the direction ot Bockhorn 

(15•77). A reooanaissance by tire trom the assault guns and 

tanks was conducted. Later investigation revealed the tire 

had caaght only a few Germans, but the rest bad retreated 

!eaTing their weapons. (41) 

D !roop mo~ on to BippoldiDg (26•81) atter receiviDg 

gasoline. While waiting tor friendly artillery to lift be

tore entering the town, a German plane tlew over the column. 

It was tired upon and believed hit, as it appeared to tall iD 

the distance. (42) 

D 'fl'oop then proceeded oD south to the wtskirt.s ot Dorten, 

where two German motorcyclists were captured as they atteJIIl)ted 

to leaTe the town. The leading Platoon preceeded caat1ouly 

through the center ot the town. The natoon leader in the 

leadi»g armored car came upon a German 75mm (SP) gull in the 

process ot aking a turn under an archway. Because ot the 

width or the archway, neither cwld traverse their turrets to 

bring fire on the other. '!he Platoon leader d !rected 50 cali

ber fire trom the armored car's ring mOUDt, thus keeping the 

eDemy crew buttoned up. By radio, he directed a tank arowMl 

to the rear of the gun, so that it could briDg effective tire 

on the rear ot the enemy vehicle. It was quickly ltl'locked out • 

At this time, Germans in the village proper opeDed tire in 

return. After about titteen mirmtes, orders were receiTed 

trom the Squadron COllllll&nder to withdraw and by•pass the town. 

(43)' 

(41) A-5, p, 11; (42) A-5, p. ll; Statement by Capt. Joe 
Kolesar, co, E Troop, 2 May 1945; (43) Statement by Lt. 
Benl"f B. Whiting, Platoon leader, D Troop, 6 Jlay 1945. 
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It. was the:Q abcut 1800. '!'he Squadron 0011111ander, with B 

and F 'l'l'oopa, had arriTed on the oatskirts o t Dcn•fen. He with

d1tew the 'l'l'oops to a range of about two thousand yards, set up 

a tour gun battery and proceeded to shell the town. After s Clll8 

twenty-ti ve rounds had been fired, a patrol was sent into the 

town. '1'he enemy had withdrawn. (44) 

D 'fl'oop, in attempting to by-pass Dorten on the west, had 

most of its vehicles hopelessly bogged down. Most of the night 

was spent in clearing the vehicles. 'lbe weather was .ary cold, 

and a heavy snow continued to fall all night long. Visabilit:y 

was very poor. (45) 

Meanwhile, A Troop, moving on the right flallk of the Squa

dro:a, had advanced rapidly to the east from village to village, 

where small numbers of prisoners were taken. A Polish prisoner 

labor eamp, which contained a GRe fiTe hundred forty persons of 

mixed nationalities, was liberated. All along the way civilians 

had rcipeatedly reported there were SS troops ~treatimg towards 

Dorfen (28-7S). It had been impossible to by'-pasa all eneJ111 

resistance. Several small fire fights bad been engaged in 11'1 th 

no casual ties to the Troop. Reports had been sent back regard

ing the reported withdrawal of enemy to Dorfen and the Troop 

locations. (46) 
' 

On the night of 1 May, A Troop had gone into billets at 

Armstorf (28-71). At 2039 the Troop Oo11111ander had receinCl a 

meuage fl'OJII Squadron directing the Troop to centime on its 

mission inmediately. '!'he message had further stated that the 

balance of the Squadron had been held up at Dorten but wou14 

(44) Statement bf Capt. Joe Kolesar, 00, E !roop, 2 May 1945; 
(45) Self; (4.6) A-5, P• 3 and Self. 
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support as soon as pes aible. A 'l'l'oop mo-.ed. 011 t as aocm as all 

members could be aroused tram their deep sleep. 'fhe Troop 

traveled in blackout, 3d Platoon leading, with every effort to 

move as noiselessly as possible. (47) 

Artillery fire was heard falling to the rear ot the column, 

and great an:ziety prevailed. 'l'he column bad to b&.lt -.when arm

ored cars would slide ott the side of the road. Approzimatel.,

two miles south of .A:rmstorf, a road block was encountered. A 

Troop Commander, 3d Platoon Leader and 3d Platoon Sergeant dis

mounted to make a reconnaissance and check for mines and booby 

traps. 'fhe road block was undefelX!ed, but tank tracks could 

be seen in the snow leading around the bleck. After the tank 

route bad been checked, the Troop was moved around am continued 

south. Another undefended road block was encowrt.e"d and by

pasaed a few miles down the read. 

At a point abeut three miles north of Ragg (31•61) ,a Gel'IIIS.n 

tractor came chugging down the road. A burst of fire stopped 

the tractor, and its fCI1r occupants were disal'llled and taken 

prisoner. 'l'he tractor was immob1li218d, ud the advance eon

tirmed. 

About one mile tr011 Hagg an al'lllored oar near the rear of 

A Troop column slid off the road into a ditch. The head of the 

column stopPed at the next read junction to wait for the armored 

car to be pulled Olto While waiting, a radio message was re

ceived trom the tail of the column stating that tracked vehicles 

could be heard approaching tr011 the rear. The whole Troop sud

denly became alert and anxious to mOYe on. Two additional melli* 

sages olllll8 from the rear of the column statiag the tracks were 

(47) Selt. 
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getting :nearer am could be heard more distinctly. Word was 

sent back that as soon as the armored car was out. of the ditch 

the col'WIIl! w011ld mo'98. 'fhe armored car was illllll8diately reported 

ready to move. (48) 

Fllrther down the road the column met four trucks loaded 

with Gemans. 'fbere was one artillery piece being towed by a 

prime mover. 'fhe enemy column was quicldy brought under fire 

and lxllted. While the prisoners were being disarmed and searched, 

three of t.be men found a small barn, at tbe s.ide of the road, full 

of Gennans. 'fbe krn was sprayed by aut01118. tic weapons, when the 

Germans refused to come 011t. (49) 

'fhe column then moved on into l!lagg am c Clllpletely turDSd 

ar011nd inside the town. There were null8rOUIJ German trucks, 

busses, Red Cross vehicles and cme tank covered with Gel'lllans 1n 

the street. Without one shot being fired all enemy surrendered, 

was disarmed and sent to a s'!;ockade, which had been established 

in the town. The Troop billeted on the outskirts of Bagg for 

the night. (50) 

Taking the reader back again to Dorfen - at 2400, 1 May, 

the Squadron Commanding Officer, seeing that D Troop w011ld not 

be able to supPOrt A Troop and knowing that B Troop was still in 

the 'V'icinity of Landersdort because of a lack of gasoline, iuued 

an order somethbg like the following to C Troop, 11 '!1loft to Dorten 

(28-73), Outpost roads while E and F move thrOJ.gh.11 However, 

shortly afterwards, the Squadron Coll1llander oba nged his plan and 

directed C Troop to move via another route past Dorten in the 

direction of lauersbarg to support A Troop. (51} 

(48) Self; 
May, 1945; 
R. Schmidt, 

(49) Statement by two enlisted men of A Troop; 2 
(50) A-5, p. 4; (51) St~tement by Capt. Vincent 
Sq. Cam. o., 9 May, 1945. 
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C 'i'roop by-pused Dorf'en on the newly selected rout.e at 

abOU1t. 0200, 2 May. In the darkness and with heavy s!iow still 

f'alling, the column became'.'separated. only seven armored cars, 

one half' track and three 1/4 tons were still with the 'i'roop 

Commander. 

C Troop COlllllander and his group continued south in. a:n 

ef'f'ort to contact A Troop. As the group mowd into Hagg, they 

spotted two towed German 88's. Fire was placed on these gee 

as soon as the first armored car gun c:rew C<11ld get out f'rom 

under the tarpaulin that md been protecting them from the snow. 

When the crew opened up on the two guns, they drew f'ire f'rcm 

nearby buildings. 50 cal~ber f'ire fr011 the leading 1/4 tons 

silenced the enemy fire. Several AP rounds were f'ired at the 

88 1s, and the 'i'roop moved on into Hagg. (52). 

A German hospital train, preparing to ~11 out of Hagg, 

was stopped and searched. In the column there was a German 

ammunition truck. When a member of' ita crew made a move that 

arouaed the suspicion of' one of' the 1/4 ton gunners, he opened 

tire with his machine gun, set the truck on firs and killed the 

crew. Later A Troop was contacted by radio and found to be not 

f'ar outside the town. C Troop moved on to meet them. (53) 

Meanwhile, the 2d Platoon of' C Troop, while lost, had en

gaged in a short f'ire f'Jght in a small village, bad cleared 

the village and stayed there f<r the night. At about OEIOO, 

2 May, they bad mo'lad on to St. Wolfgang (26-67). (54) 

While in St. Wolfgang, a radio operator of 2d Platoon, C 

Troop, picked up the locations of both C Troop and Squadron 

Headquarters. Fifty pris onere were rounded up f'r(JII the wooded 

(52) A-5, p. 8; (53) A-5, p. 8; (54) Self, present when 
platoon arrived. 
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area aronnd the town. !he Platoon then proceede~ on towards 

Bagg. on the on tskirts of Bagg they were . fired on trCIIII a wooded 

area to the left of' the road. '!'he Platoon fired into the woods 

with r1tles and autCIIII&tic weapons for a few •inutes, then went 

into the wocds dismounted. SeTere.l Germans were killed, aDd 

some seTenty-fiTe prisoners were taken. !be Platoon then pro

ceeded to rejoin !reop Headquarters. (55) 

!be 3d Platoon of c Troop, which bad also been lost, found 

its way up behind a c olUJRD containing 1!: and F Troops and elements 

of SquadroD Headquarters. 'l'his column, upon reaching the out

skirt• of Bagg, also came upo1'1 two German self-propelled weapons. 

'fhe col.WIIll halted, and the Squadron commmications officer With 

two enlisted men quickly dismounted ani boldly attacked the crew 

of the 88's after creeping up to a tla!lk. Fortunately, the ene1111 

gu11 crews had been surprised, and by the tblle the7 were ready ~ 

action, the7 were reeeirtng small a!'IIB fire f'rom the weapons in 

the hands of the three men on their .flank. Other Germa:na ill a 

personnel carrier were .fired upon .b'T the eol\1111!1, and those re

•i:m1:ng surrendered. UDder the command o.f the OOliiiiiUl'lications 

officer, the town was cleared ot ell8JIIY by a honas to house search. 

Se~~~~e f'Gta!'. hundred prisoners were taken. Outside the town Gel'lllans, 

known to be in a barn, would not eme out on order. · It was then 

Dfleessary to set fi:n3 to the barn by tiring incend1a:ro1ea. '!'lie 

column then moTed on towards Waaaersbllrg. (56} 

At 0400, 2 lla7, A 'l'roop, with G 'froap (-) in colWI!n behind, 

had moved out .fre1111 its biTouac on the ontaki rta of Basg. It 

proceeded on towards Wassersburg. Upon nearing the town, m&DJ' 

Gemans came out of the woods to sunender. SeTeral small fights 

(55) A-5, P• 8; (56) Statement by Capt. Vincent R. Schmidt, 
Sq. Com. O., 9 May,l945. 
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tqok place. The head or the colWIID was fired upon twice by 

anUtaDk guDS aupported by machine guns, but eaoh time the 

resiatance withdrew and .finally set up a road block on high 

grQlmd overlooking Wasaersburg. Diamo'!lnted reoom~aissance 

round the road block heavily m1Ded but lightly protected by 

diacQlraged Gel'lllana, who quickly aul'l'eDdered when a 11 ttle 

pl'Sssure was applied. !he road block was reduced, and infCII."'!!

ation gained from priaoners and civilians indicated that 

Wassersburg was strongly held with many SS troops present. (57) 

A l'Squest waa sent to Sq-dron Headquartel'l for additional 

assault guns and tanks. A Troq, Commallder was told t.bat the 

86th Infantry Divis! on C 011111ander had decided to use u In.ta:r:li'rf 

attack, and, as soon as the Infantry passed through, the 'rroop 

was to return to the Sq-dron. At about 1'700, 8 May, the Troop 

was relieved and rejoined the Squadron. (58) 

The In.tantey elements of •Task Force Polk• went on to 

c·apture the objective. (59) 

On 3 May, a cha~e of Artlry bouDdaries caused III Corps 

to be pil'lched out. !he 23d was relieved fr011 the 86th Infantry 

~ivision and directed to return to Hurenberg. (60) 

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM 

In aDalyzing thia operation it may be seen that the 234 

Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (!lees) waa assigl'led al'l impor

tant mission althougb a rather hide and seek affair from a 

combat standpoint. Most of the opposition consisted of fanati

cal ss troops who seemed determined to give their lives .tor the 

Fatherland and their Fllehrer. '1'he 23d Cava11'7 tried to help 

(57} A•5, P• 4; 
by Col. Ra,..ond 
PP• 2, 4, 9. 

(58) Self, present at Sq. Bq.; (59) Statemeut 
c. Adkisson, Sq. CO, 3 May, 1945; (60} A-5, 
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them with this etrort. 

'l'be loss o:f time, in the accomplishment ot the aasigt~ed 

mission, is the greatest single criticism that oan be made of 

the operati em. 

It is believed by the author that the assigned mission 

could baYe been accomplished in abo~at one•halt the time it the 
11 'fask Faroe• Ccaiii&Dder had provided infantry to aooompaD7 the 

Squadron on their al'llored cal'S and tanka. Jluch valuable tillle 

could have been saved it infantry had been Pl"esent to help 

clear and oecup7 towns, in older that ene1111 troops could not 

reenter and further dela7 the advance of the Squadron to the 

objecthe. Both the towns ot Dorten amd Hagg stand 011 t as 

examples ot this. Both were reentered more than once foreil\~ 

each element ot the Squadron to engage in at least a small 

tire tight before they could pass thl'Ough or by-pass the tOWD. 

At least a squad ot eng111eers should baY& been provided 

to aeeompan7 the leading element ot the Squadron to aid in 

1118.king mil!lor repairs to bridges, which would ba.ve, in scae 

oases, p&l'lllitted a more rapid crossing ot streams and canals. 

'fhe Squadron Co!llllander can be criticised tor not sooJI&r 

pushing his main etrort along one avenue of apProach to the 

objective. However, it will be recalled that poor l'Oad alld 

weather conditions, numerous streams, riwrs and oamls made 

the selection ot a single route vel'T difficult, partioularl7 

in ~e vicinity of Freisins. Considerable reconnaissance was 

required before suitable river and canal crossing sites could 

be found. 

Failure b7 the 11 'l'ask Force" Commander to give sutticieDt 

consideration to t:te gasoliDe a:r.rl oil requirements ot a mechan

ized unit permits additioual criticism. 
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Troop 00JIIIIl&Dde:rs as a Whole can be criticised for per

mitting the engagement o t their respective t:reopa in tire 

fights which c011ld have beeD avoided. 

The Squadron must be given credit for proceeding to 

accomplish their aasiglled mission in the face of the eleme:nts 

as well as light enEIIIIy resiatanee. A total of about one hun

dred fifty miles was covered <luring the :t'i.ve day period. Ten

in-one, 0 and K :rations were eaten, and little sleep was bad 

b7 the troops. 'ft1e mo:rale of tbe troops was ve:r7 high all 

c!lur'.ing the operation. '!'hey Jmew the War was just about to an 

eDd, aDd,more important, th97 were helping to square things 

tcr DBD"T of their friends and c0111:rades. 

LESSO'NS 

Some of the lessons to be learned frOlll this opera tim are: 

1. Wbsn a •Task Farce• in a pursuit operation is auigned 

a mission of cu tt1ng an enemy :route or :routes ot w ithd:rawal, it 

18 important that the unit avoid unnecessary COJRbat with the 

en81Q' until it is ill a position to accomplish this mission. b 

•Task Farce• must, however, be Jrepa:red to fight in order to 

accompliSh its mission. 

2. An advance to cut off an enemy w1 thd:rawal ahauld be 

made. on a narrow front in order to avoid c mtaet w1 th the eneJQ" 
-------·,,.,....,.....~.,1'l···· 

in adjacent areas and to :retain see:re07 ot purpose. 

3. 'lfkere the· situation is obscure, the colu~m formation is 

-

--· ~~"h-~"'t!U>r.'~ •• - .... 0-.i,..<•Jtlt·--~ ''""'>"'~'-"'"!61~t .... -.~~·'i;1 '-5; ,.,...,_ ••. ," .,,..,...;'oi~~~-.... ""'"""'""''"':. -·- . 

beat, because it provides tlexibilit"T and control. n-011 ncb a ----fel'lllat1on quick concentration on critical points 1a possible as 

a :res u1 t of the t:reedCIII of maneuver provided. 

4. Infantry Rlllllt either follow very closel7 or be a part 
---~._.,..,..w:r.,..:-.•;o.-'lff!hlll5-,~~r •... ~.,_. .,~···•··"'• --··...:ll·'>""~"->i.,.~·<l'!-;11<11'~-·'·~.lf!l.""·~•al"'""-'"""!t h--~--.. •d 

of the leading elements in order to prevent :reentrance ef the 
1"1" l I 'IS 1f ~,foiJ·'I ,,·,,·~~~~ 

en81117 into tow118 that are captu :red. 
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Lead 1ng vehicles ~~.!..!':.t:.~.~.!<! q~~~~~~ • .!~"~~~low 

....--~,.cy~- ' . 
reit. E'fii'twith slight enemy resiatal'JCe, 8Ye1"7 COl"Jl8!' 1 

5. 

crews to 
~-.4 

building, ton, hill or other terrain feature keeps the crew en 

a mental tension. 'lhe loca t.1. an of an ene.,. aDti tank gun, sniper, 

miD& 01" troop concentration must always be expected to be just 

aronnd the bend in the road. Crews of lead vehicles operating 

behind enemy lines til'8 very quickly. 

s. Cavalry 01" other mechaBized units 1 which mi£tlt operate 
~IP.I!'·~~~ .... ...,.,..~ 

considerabl7 in advance of the IIIS.in body,IIIUst have medical UDits 

attached which baV& capabilities be7ond that of aid men. 

7. SupPly must be giveD one of the first eonsidere.ticma 
- -.: . ...,...,. ..... .........,.,__ ........,~t.-'•""*...oll•""'"'~-.~,-_,-, .. ~-,...."~""'-~·""'"""··-~ r,...,-..,..,~-··---

'll'h8D plans are made f cr a IIIEIChanized or motorized purau.i t. 
~~b~~~.u--·- '""'·~"" •.. ,. \• ..... ·•·-~- •.- ., ,._ .,_,;,~;~'~4.~:-~-"'~"""'~~~~~ ..... T I )j ---~ 

a. Leading elements of a unit or •Task 

must be closely supported by engineers. 

9. Some spt~.!.~!~~t.~! .. ~~~.~.t!.~C!.~~!!!~~ .. ~ ... ~~~e '-~·
vised for uni ~-~_ .. !}!!~;!L9.P~~Mt, .!B.~.S!.~.f!~.t!-~~wl'~.Jt., Such 

--------•-'w····• •• ,• • • 

a tllli t ea:n:no t afford to leave guards behind each tiu pris onere 

are tallen, nor can th87 provide sufficient trS!IsportatioD to 

take even a few along. 

10. The 50 caliber machine gun mOUDted in 1/4 ton trucks 
1.\~r·:.,._..-;...,,•,...,,.,.,r .,, . .,.y,. .... .,:r..:.IO.ool---~.,._;,.,..,.'¥llr-w'•~~r-.-•"''f·'~\;.,...,..,-n.·~~..,~-•-"''' 

is an extre!IIEI17".~~ t,~, .... •9..a.l.~~ .i!1,;,WB)1ALD t.R.-• • 
_........,....JI:il.l'lo~~<·~ 

llo The M-8 armored car is definitely a poor Tehicle for 
~r•v"~ ···--·-~-,.,, --

pursuit operations ,as it is extremely road bO\Uide 

12. '1'he M-24 light tal'lk: 1s an enellent ... u,ll1 VI tll' ,P!J'C::-.,_ 
~-----'!ll!"i .... il"l'f-f<- I ··--~~H'~-1<'-lll'·~t I. 

suit operations,as it has fire power, maneuvere.bUit.,., speed. 

and affords protection to the crew from small arms fire. 

13. OOIIIIIIUnications is of F1•!'7 i!lportance in organizing 
'"'"""'""'"'--... """"' .·_., .... ~ ' •. ~,.,_j,l,~""'ifl'~-~ ,, ... ~.-.. ~<;;;;,• •. ' •.• ,;;·~"'·""*·"'-··~~-~~ •. ;.,.;,.;,ii-~ ... ~..-' 

a "'fask Force• for pursuit operations. · 
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