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THE OPERATIONS OF TE 25D CAVALRY REOMAI%AHBK SQUADRON (Mess}
IN PURSUIT ACTION WITH THE 86TH INFANTRY DIVISION _
FROM INGOLSTADT TO WASSERSBURG, OERMANY
28 APRIL 10 2 MAY 1945,

INTRODUC TION

This Monegraph covers the movement of the 23d Cavalry
Reconnaisgance Squadron (Mecz) from Furenberg, Germany to an
assombly area just across the Danube River at Ingolstadi,
Germany and Pursuit Operations frem there to Wassersburg,
Germany, | |

By 15 April 1945 the United States Armies bad reached the
aprroximate line agreed upon at Yalta, and the eperations of
the Western Allied Armies in Germany had slowed down eonsider-
ably. (1) | | o

It wes reported by Reiehgma_emi Hermann Goering, head |

of the German Luftwaffe, that Adolf Hitler, Puehrer of the

Third Relsh, was canvinoed on 22 April 1945 the war had been
loat. E?S) This was three deya befors the 1link up of United
States and Russian troeps on the banks of the Elbe River near
angm on 25 April 1945, when patrols of the 2754 Regiment,
€9th Infantry Division, mede contact with al ements of the ﬁath
Guards Division. (3)

The liquidation of the Ruhr pocket, 18 April 1945, ({4) a2hd
the meeting of the Allies created a definite void in sentral
Germeny, The German Armies were split into separaie ¢ aupands ,
the North and the South, with no means of comnecting the oper-
ationg in the twe zones. Tho Allied Armies then had the Job
of destroying the two remaining fragments of the German Army.
(8)

(1) 4-4, p. 332; (2) A-2, p. 807; (3) A-1, p. 107; (4) A-1,
P 1053 (5) A“l’ p. 113. ' _
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In the morth the Allied 218t Army Group ¢ aatipued fts &d-
vanoes., In the nouth.'under the 6th Army Grouwp, the Bsventh Army
u# advaneing tmards Munieh and was deveting i1ts main attention
to the problem of the Redoubt farther south aml west, (8)

Tnder the 12th my Groap, the Third Army made repid pro-
gress in its drive saith and east down the Bmﬂbe;,m.ver valley.
Regensburg fell to the XX Corps, Third m;r on 26 ppril, aml
the Corps eent.mod umthaast t owvards Iains. {7

Straight south in the direction of the National Redoubt
Area, A gap was tenpm:-arily left open. 1IITI Corps of Third Avmy
was employed south of Wurenberg and west of Regensburg teo rni
this gap, While the aplit.t.i_n'g of Germany had prevented the
moverent o’f the German High Command into the Redeubt,' it ‘qtﬂl
was mot & eertainty that it would not be the ecene of g'du-‘-
peﬁte stand by the fansticel elewents of the ermies south of
the dividing line with those which might retreat merthward outi
of Italy. (8) |

The Allied Command estimated that sboui one hundred &lvi-
sions, including the bulk of the remia-ing Germarn Armored, 38 |
formetions end as meny as thir{.;y Panger diviasioms, might eon-
eeivably be concenirated behind ‘the ‘mountain barriers. Alse |
mos#t of the -.auﬂiving German jet fighter plane strength .uaa |
located in the south, (9) , - _ |

A rapid pursuit into the Bavarian pleins to prevent the
withdrawal of enemy trocps into the 'Rs_ﬂm‘bt was indleated.,

The enemy was planning and organizing to kesp opem s eorri'dar
into the Banrinﬁ Alps. {10)

(8) A-1, p. 1243 (7)) A-l, p. 115; (8) A-l, pp. 112-114;
(9) A-1, p. 1123 (10) A-3, p. 370,
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It wes indicated by & Third Arwmy G-2 repert om 28 April
1945, that the enemy was capable of o ttempting organized hesty .
defensive positions on the Damabe, Iear and Inn Rivers in an
effort to delay eur advance into the Fatiemal Redoubt. (11)

GROGRAPHICAL FRATURES \

v The ares over whieh the Eaa Cavelry Reconnaisssmee Sque-
dron eperated extended from the Dambe valley on the m:rth to
the reothills of the Alps nmtaim on the aocuth,

‘!his terrain can be eharaeterised ag flat and rolling with
numerous well defined st.re_m and ridge lines,

In the nerthern portion ef this ares drainsge is matnly
towards the Demube River. In the central portiom it is te the
Iaar River ard in ihe amihem portion to the Inn River. These
tlree rivers f:_lcu genarally fram west to easts |

As a whole the terrain is well suited for defense and de-
leying actions dwe to the excellent observation over the rela-
tively flat areas, the well defimed ridge lines and numerous

‘river, canal and stream lines. , |

Piplds of fire coincided roughly with epportwnities for
e‘baenatim.\f Ample cover and ¢ meeslment existed thrmMz-t :
the area because of the'.numerous wooded areas.

THEE MOVEMENT T0 THE ASSEMELY AREA

| On the ueming of 28 April 1945, the 234 Cavalry Recomn-
aiuanoe Squadran, :ln bivouac zix miles northeast of mrenberg, |
Germany just off the Reichssutobshn, recsived erders diresting =
thet ﬂ. rroceed at once te Ingolstadt, Germany to be assigned
| to II1I Corpa. (12)

(11) A-6, p. CCXI; (12) A-5, p. 1.
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| The Sqmdmn moved out at 1500, 28 Aprii, while thé Sywdren
Commander proceeded d;reetl'y to Heamdquarters II1 Corps. AtI‘II
Corps Headquarters the Colenel was further informed that thé
Squadron was attached to the 'Béth Infantry Division then in the _
vieinity of Ingolstedt. Upon reporting to the 86th Bivia-l&:’:--
Headquarters, the misslion of protecting the right flank of the

Division, which was also the right flank of III Cerps and Third

Army, wes agsigned, (13)
While the Colonel was in the process of receiving these

-

orders, the Sguadron was moving on a blackout march down Hi'gmajr
2 to Welsenburg (39-56) and from thére on Highway 13 to Ingolstadt.
This town had been captured on 26 April 1945 by elements of the
86th Infantry Division. (14) o o
The Squadron ng.mt at Ingalst.&di by the Squadreon ﬁaﬁmﬁdu,
who led‘ the ¢olumm aeross the muddy Danube River on & pontoen’
bridge, which had been ¢ mstructed by the 86th Divigion Enginsers.
{15) ) o | | oy
During the march to Ingolstadt, it had been impessible teo
use the Autebahn, becaunse retreating enaey troops had destireyed
the bridges all aleng the way. Blown bridges on the side routes
had also slowed the movement., o
The 234 ercssed the Dammbe River at 0400, 29 April 1@45__,-'.
thirteen hours after leaving Nurenberg. Only ri'ft-? miles had
peen traveled during this peried., It had rained almost all
night. The weather was cold, and the roeds were mddy apd
slipper'y: (18) :
After crossing the Dambe River, the Squadron went inte an
{13) A-S, p. 13 {14) A-7, p. 333 (15) Btatement by 86th Inf.
Div. Bngr.; (18) Self. ‘
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asgembly area near the s eath bank until daylight. While most of

the comand slept the Commander briefed the 'rraep Gmmanders and
Staff ag to the Stmadmn s mission and at ebout 06800 sssigned
zones of aetion to A and p Troops on the right fl/mk of the Béth
Infantry Division., The right flank of the 86th was approximaie-
1y concurrent with the Autcbahn commnecting Inéolstadt with MI@.
(17) | | |
| An additional mission from Divigion, of maintainming omtmt:
with the 14th Armored Division on the left, was als o received and
agaigned to B Troop. (18) | h
THE ADVANCE TO WASSERSBURG

Squadron Headquarters amd G Troop disp}aeeﬂ forward to an
area in the vioinity of Hog (79-13) at 0900, 290 April. E Troep
ard F Company had to be left in the assembly erea marh the Damsbe
until s msupply of gnsolina could be mrocured, (19)

The movement of Allied troops during the lagt rhaseg of the
War had been so rapld, that gasoline dumps ha.d not been able te

diaplace forward fest enough to keep upe. A ahortage also. axiu-
ted within the Béth Infantyry Diviaion. Squedron t.rains hed re-
turned to ¥urenberg, but the ﬂmp there wag also out of gauﬂim.
Where the Squsdron Transportstien Officer finally seécured e re-
supply is unknown to the ewmther. T

Buring the sourse of the ds.y of the 29th, A and D Troops, on
the right flank, cleared cut several small villages ngan.'azmi;.= 1_1ttle'
resistance, The 34 Platoon of D Troop aleﬁmé Pornbech (.'?4-093;.‘
where twenty-one prisoners were rounded up. (20)

At about 1000 A Troop received & radlo mesaage direeting 1t

tmhn-a, pr. 2, 11; (18) A-8, p. 1; (19) Self: ({20) A-5,
. ) . :
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to rejoin the Squadron. B Troop had been 1metructed to emtte'.t
the 34lat Inraﬁtry Regiment, move to its left flank and contact
the 14th Armored Pivision. B Troop moved southesst to Osterwaal
(94-06), and thgi-e it contected _slm&ni# of the 3424 Infartry
Regiment, It wes explaiﬁeti the 3424 had replaced the 34l1st.
The 3424 was sble to supply the Troop with gascline snd sammani-
tion, both of whish were sorely needed, /
B Troep then moved to the left flank of the 3424 and set
up its Command Post !n. Seeburg (04-12), The 2@ Platoon was
assigned s mission of patrolling the left flanik of the Regiment
and securing a ¢rossing of a canal, which was located just north
of the Isar River. The lat Platoon was employed to the flark
: ahﬂ rear of the 24 Platoon. The 3d Platoon was held in regeive,
The 24 Pletoon captured & bridge over the canal that had been
prepared for demolition. Sixteen German engineers who Weve pro-
teocting the bridge were captured. Flatoon Headquarters captured
five prliamers at Seeburg, and the lst Platoor eaptured & tem
man Germen patrol socutheast of Seeburg, (21) | |
At 1800, 29 April, C Troop, which had been in reserve, was '
assigned & zone of advamse on the right flank of the Division - ,
with the' mission of maintaining e mtect with the 86th., The 1st o
Platoon of C Troeop with Troop Headquarters meved into the town
of Frickendort (B&-eﬁ) at about 2100. The 33 Platoon mowed te
Paunzhaugen (85#94) and occupled it by 0018, 30 April. The R4
Platcon moved into Streitberg (88-02) and cooupied it by 2400, -
29 April. (22) | - | | ‘
Puring tﬁa course of the night, C Troopis security elements

(21, .A-S, P 5; (%} “'5, P 7.
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in PFriekendorf had a busy time trying to keep Gorman soldiere

from slipping out of the town., The next morning, 30 April,
the Troop sent out dssno'mted' patrola into the wooded area
garrounding the town a_nﬂ rcamgod up 8 me: thirty additional
prigoners. | _ |

The 3@ Platoon, C Troop, had a report from sems Fremch
scldiers that there were several German deserters in a farm
house mesr Psunghsusen. An armored car and a machine gun 1/4
ton (Jeep} were digpatched to investigate. ‘This patrol picked
up one affiser and eight enlisted men. On the retum trip five
P-5ls started & straffing run on the wvehicles, Fortunately, the
firgt plane missed the two vehicles almost entirely, snd by the
time the second was aboat in position twe members of the armored
car crew were wildly waiving en ldentification panel. The pilet
noticed the panel and pulled out dipping the plane's wings to
signify recognition. (23) | . |

Later on that day, C Troop was asgombled at Aldershemsen
(BB.'-BQ) and st 1500, 30 April, they left on Squadron order to
join the Squedron in an asseuébl.y ares northwest of Freising. (24)

The Squadron had received orders to move gouth imredlately,
eross the Isar River at Freising (9‘7-85) and proceed with 111
I:i_ast-e to secure the Inn River erosaing at Vessersburg (35-50).
At 1300, 30 April, B Troop was relieved from the 342d Infantry
and rejoined the Sgusdron. (25)

A crossing of the Isar River at Frelaing emld have beem
affected easily, as the 86th had sleared the towmm and had estab- ‘
lished s bridgehead across the river. However, it had not as

(23) Statement by Lt. Hutchina, Platoon Leader, C Treop, 3 Mey,
1945, (24) A‘E, Pe 1, (25) ‘.“5, P 10
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yet secured a erossing of the cam]l located to the east and-
parallel to the Isar. The Squadron Commander decided to seek
aﬁather eroge ing, All the bridges to the north within the
Squadron Zome had been blown, but to the south t,he‘ 1aéth Caval-
ry Group had secured & erosging at Granek (95-'?5) end gave per-
misgion to the Squadron to creoss there ms soon as a bridge was
repaired. The Squadron began orossing this dbridge late in the
afternoon of the 30th. (26} |

However, after then movinmg southeast to Goldack (9'!-?3.)','
the lesding elements of the Squedroen came under moptar five,
which halted the forward movement of.th_e Squadron, IBy this
time darkness was setting in, and the leading element, A Troop,
found itself halted in open ¢olumn on & poor road with flat,’
muddy and ewampy ground on both sides. The Squadron Commandeyr
ordered thoge elements that had crossed the Isar to go into
bivouae inm the genersl vicinity of their present location and
the others to remain west of the Isar, ~ The seomt sections of
both the 13’8 and 24 Platoons of A Troop were sent north and
east from the bivounac area to recomoiter the enemy pmitim
and to locate possible by-passes. (27)

The 1lst and 24 Platoons of A Troop reported the Iudwig
Gansl to the east with all bridges blown. Ome bridge to the
southeagt was reparable, The Sguadron had to await the re-.
peir of this bridge.

Meanwhille, D Troop, with one plataén of the Tark Company,
Company F, and one platoon of the Asszult Gun Troop, ™rocp E,
attached, moved down the Autobahn and east to Granek. After

erogsing the lsar River, the Troop turmed soath to the town af
(26} ‘.“5’ pl 1; (27,1‘5, P 20
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Fischerhsusen (94-69).

Just outside this tom P Troop _Gamndér was hit by enemy
. rifle fire frem a wooded area., A dismounted 'patr'el qaiai:ly
cleaned ocut the woods with no prisoners taken. The dead were
not counted, but an estimate of a platoon strength was given,
{28) ' N

The executive officer assumed commard of D Troop, and the
Troop contimmed s guth through Ismaning (93—676) the;a northeast
to 2engermoss (98-72) and on to Moosimning (05-72), where they
suddenly csawe upon approximaiely one hundred Germans deyployed
sgainet elements of the 106th Cavalry. D Troop hed approsched
ummoticed behind the Germans. After the imitial burst of fire
from the leading vehicles, the enewy surrendered. Some ninty
prisoners were taken, including a group of S8 fanatics, who,

- 1t wag learped, had been shooting their own men who had tried
to surrender. Elements of the 106th Cavalyy oleaned out the
town of Eooaimiim. (29) -

BY 0130, 1 May, the bridge scross the Imdwig Canal was
repaired, and D Troop moved on east mcross the Isar Canel at
Hetder Neuehing (05-70), G Troep was protecting the bridge-
head and hed been under artillery fire just fifteen mimnutes
befare D Troop sarrived. D Troop then contimmed east teo
Reixing (07-70), which was outposted for the nmight. (30)

At 0500, 1 ¥May, B Ti-oop had moved on set-nndren' order in
‘the direstion of Pretzen (10-73). In pessing through ithe towmn
of Pretzen, the lst Flatoon teok & wrong turn and imsedistely

(28) Stetement by Capt. John A, Pindar, CO, D Troop, 30 April
1945; (29) (30) A-5, pp. 1, 11. |
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came under fire from b\iildings- in the tom, The 1st, leading,
Platoon opened fire on viséble targets and buildings from which.
the fire had come, while the 2d and 3d Platoons dismounted and
went into the bulldings to clear the opposition. An uncounted
mumber of Gerina.na were killed, four were woanded and sixty-one
captured., Ome 1/4 ton truck (Jeep) was lost, but no cesuel-~
ties were suffered by the Troop p.ersamel. {31) | |

Here at Pretzen, a pllatetm of light tanks (1{-24}_ frm o
Compsny and a platoon of assault guns from E Troop were at-
tached. (32) | N |

| With the 34 Platoon leading, B Troop moved on towards
Indorf (12-73). Upon entering the town, the Troop came m:dér
 artillery end mort¢r fire., The Troop withdrew and by-passed
Indorf moving on north through Erding and en to Kirchesch. (18-
75), where 1t had to await approximately six hours for gasoline.
The . amount of gasoline received was Iinsufficient to fill all
vehicles. (35)

B Troop continued esst at about 1430 with the lst l’latooﬁ
ag the lésding element. This Platoon passed threugh Lendersderf
{23-75) and secured the northeastern edge of the town. A mes-
sage from the front of the column told of the approech of an
enewy infantry column of approximately e company coming dovn
the road fram the north, The assault guns with two diemounted
recormalssance platoons went into pos,itien on the .leﬂ,' of the
road, The tenks moved to the right of the road, and on order
'a11 opéned fire. Almost all of the enemy column was destroyed,
One of the tankers, bore sighting with 75mm gun, sniped at an

(31) (32) A=5, p. 6; (33) A-5, p. 6.
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anemy mfa'ntmn rurning ecross an apen’ field, The enemy
\nfantryman disinmtegreted. (34)

B Troop then meied on to Schrafstetten (22-.77). Upon
starting to enter the town, en enemy machine gun opemed fire
on the column from en old wooden farm builéing to the left of
the rosd, One round of WP from an asssult gun silenced the
machine gun and get the buildingl on fire. After a fow build-
ings in the town had been taken under asseult gun fire, a
Germen e¢ivilian was sent into the town with orders far the
town to surrender, or 1t would be destroyed, Sixty-four S8
prigoners were taken. (35) |

Gasoline was again running short., B Trocp back tracked
to Landersdorf where there were better facilities for billet-
ing., Supper was ?aten, and the Troop was bedded down for the
night. Members, of an element of t.hé l4th Armored Division,
passing through the town, told the Troop Commander the entire
plen had been changed. Wothing to that affect was received
from 3quadron. The town had bheen secured forr the night., Snow
was still falling, and gescline had mot been received. The
location of the Troop was reported to Sguadron Headgusarters,

On the morning of 1 May, A Troop patrols had returned
from meking & recomsissance of the roads, to the north and
eagt of the 3quadrorn bivouac areé, to find poss ible b-y-pass_es
of the eremy resistance .enemntered the evening previous, The
~ roed net, over whish they had worked, was varsr' poor. With econ-
tinucus rain, the patrols had found it en all night job, Onme
patrol had sgein contacted elementa of the 1es't.h Cavalry, from '
whom they had obtained gome information as to the nevemmi_n
{34) Statement by Capt. Jehn c. Patterson, €O, B Troop, 2 Msy,
1945; (35) A~5, p. 6. _
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and location of the enewy. The patrols reported enemy reslis-~
tance to the front had withdrawn, (36)

At about 1000, 1 May, Sguadron Headquarters with regerve
Troops D, E and F'diaplnced easgt and set up a Command Post on
conmanding terrain in the vicinity of Indoerf. (37)

A Troop was ‘agsigned the mission of preceeding east on the
right flank of the $qaadron with all possidble speed vis Indorf,
Lengdorf, Armstorf (28-71) to Highway 15, then south as rapidly
a8 posgible, by-passing all enemy resistance, aml reaching the
Inn River to cut off the retreating eneﬁy end to insure the
erosging of sllied troops. (38) _

At about 1200, 1 NMay, the Squadron received orders froem
the 86th Infantry Division attaching them to "Pask Foree Polk,"
a force made up of infantry, tanks and ar*_t.illémr of the Division.
™e midssion of the Task Force was, the same as had been glven to
lta'ﬁhe Squedron earlier, to seize the river orossing at Wassers-
burg. At 1400, the Squadron Commander took Troop E and Company
F to support Troop A, while Squadron Command Post follewed with
Troop C. (39}

At this time, the general plan was to move all troops te
the north sowth rosd, Dorfen~Wassersburg, and then swing south
along the road to the Imn River. (40)

At ebout 0630, 1 May, D Troop moved northeast from Reizing
to Ammersdorf (12-75), where two enemy snipers were located and
killed. It then continued on to Kinzlbach (15+76), where 1t was
foreed to halt again for four hours beceuse of lack of gasolive.
During this halt, & report was reocived that there wags s company

{(36) SBelf, present at 8q. Hg, when patrols returned, {37) 4-5,
p. 13 (38) A-5, pp. 1,3; (39) A-5, pp. 1,8; (40) A~5, p. 1.

14,



~of Germans with rifles and sutomatic weepons lesated in the
woods just outside of Kinzlbach in the direction of Bockhorn
{(15-77). A recomnaiseance by fire from the asgault guns and
tanks was conducted. Later investigation revealed the fire
had caught only & few Germans, but the rest had retreated
leaving their weapons. (41) |

D Troop moved on to Hippolding (26-81)} after receiving
gesoline. While walting for friendly srtillery to lift be-
fore entering the town, a German plene flew over the column, |
I wes fired upon and believed hit, as it appeared to fall in
the digtance. (42) | |

D fTroop then proeeedéd on south to the outskirts of Dorfen,
where two Germsn motorcyclists were captured as they attempted
to leave the town., The leading Platoén proceeded cantiously
through the center of the town, The Platoonm leader in the
leading armored car came upon A German 76ma (SP) gun in the
process of making a turn under en archway. Because of the
width of the srchway, nelther éauld traverse their turrets to
bring fire on the other, The Platoon leader 4 irected SO cali-
ber fire from the armored car's rimg mount, thus keeping the
enemy crew buttoned up._ By radio, he directed a tenk around
- to the rear of the gun, so that it could bring effective fire
on the rear of the enemy vehicle, It was quiekly knocked out.
At thls time, Germeng in the village propex; opened fire in
return, After sbout fifteen minutes, orders were received
from the Squadren Commender to withdraw and by-pass the town.
(s3)
{41) A~5, p. 11; (42) A-5, p. 11; Statement by Capt. Joe

Xolesar, CO, E Troop, 2 May 1945; (43) Statement by Lt.
 Henry H. Whiting, Platoon leader, D Troop, & May 1945.
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It was then abmt 1800, The Squadren Commander, with E
and P Troops, had arrived on the oatakirts of Dorfen, He withe
drew the mroops to a renge of about two thousand yards, set up
a four gun battery and procesded ta shell the town, After some
twenty~-five rounds had been fired, a patrol was sent inte the
town, The enemy had withdrawn; (44)

D Troop, in attempting to by-pass Dorfen en the west, had
most of 1t8 vehicles hopelessly bogged down, Most of the night
was spent in elearing the vehicles. The weather was very cold,
and & heavy snow continued to fall all night long. Visability
was very poor. (45) o '

Meanwhile, A Proop, moving on the right flank of the Squa-
dron, had advanced rapidly to the east from village to village,
where small numbers of prisoners were taken, A Polieh prinoher
labor camp, which corntained a one five hundred forty pe;ré ene of
mixed nationalities, was liberated. All along the wey civilians
had repeatedly reported there were SS troeps rgtreating towards
Dorfen (28-73). It had been impossible to by-pass all enemy
pegistance., Several small fire fights had been engaged in with
no easualties to the Troop. Reports had been sent baek regurd-
_'1ng the reported withdrawal of éenemy to Dorfen and the ’rroep'
locations, (46)

On the night of 1 May, A Troop had gome into billets at
Armstorf (28-71). At 2039 the Troop Commander had received a
mesgage from Squedron directing the Troop to eontime on ita
mission immediately. The message had further stated that the
balance of the s&ﬁmron pad been held up at Dorfen but would

(44) Statement by Capt. Joe Koleser, 00, B mroop, 2 May 1945;
(45) Sa].f, (46) A-S, Pe 3 and 8Selif.
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support as soon as possible, 'A Troop moved out as soon as all
members could be aroused from their deep sleep, The Troop

: _traveleﬂ in blackout, 34 Platoon leading, with every effort to
move as noiselessly as poseible. (47)

Artillery fire was heard falling to the rear of the column,
end great anziety prevailed, The column had to halt when arm-
ored cars would slide off the side of the road. Approximately
two miles socuth of h'mstorf, A roa'_d block was encountered. A
Troop Gommander, 3d Platcon Leader and 34 Platoon Sergeant dis-
meunted to meke a reconnaissance and check for mines and booby
trape. The rosd block was undefended, but tenk tracks could
be seen in the snow 1ead1fag around the blesk., After the tark
route had been checked, the Troop was moved arcund ami eontinued
south. Another undefénded road block was encountered and by-
psséed a few milég down the road, |

At & point about three miles north of Hagg (31=81) ,a German
tractor came chugging down the road. A burst of fire atopped
the tractbr; and 1ts four occupants were disarmed and taken
priscner. The tractor was immobllized, and the advance son-
timed, | | | | |

About one mile from Hagg an armored éar near the rear of
A Troop column sl1d off the rosd into a diteh. The heed of the
column gtopped at the next read junction to walt for the armored
car to be pulled out. While waiting, a radio message was re-
ceived from the tail of the columm stating that tracked vehicles
could be heard appmaching fram the rear. 'fhé whole Troop aud-
denly became alert and anxious to move om. Two additional mess

sages came from the rear of the column stating the tracks were

(47) Seif.
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getting nearer amd could be heard more distinetly. Word was
sent back that as soon as the armored car was out of the diteh
the column would move, The armored car was imdiaf;ely reported
ready to move. (48)

Further down the road the columm met four trucks loaded
with CGermena. There was one artillery pilece being towed by a
prime mover, The enemy column was quickly brought under fﬁ-e ‘
and mlted, While the prisoners were being disarmed and searched,
three of the men found a small barn, at the side of the roed, full
of Germans. The Barn was sprayed by auntomatic wéapons, Ihen. tﬁe
Germans refused to come out. (49) |

The column then moved on into Hagg am ¢ ampletely turned
around ingide the town, There were mmerous German trucks,
busges, Red Cross vehicles and one tank covered with Germans in
the street, Without one shot being fired all enewmy surrendered,
was dlsarmed and sent to a stockade, which had been established
in the town. The Troop billeted on the outskirts of Hagg for
the night. (50) |

Taking the reader back again to Dorfen - at 2400, 1 May,
the Squadron Commanding Officer, seeing that D Troop would not
be able to support A Troop and knowing that B Troop wasg still in
the vicinity of Landersdorf because of a lack of gasaline, issued
an order something 1ike the folleowing to C Troop, "Move to Dorfen
(28-73), Outpost roads while E and F move threagh." However,
shortly afterwards, the Squadron Commander changed his plan and
directed C Troop to move via another route past Dorfen in the
direction of Wassersburg to support A Troop. (51}
(48) Self; (49) Statement by two enlisted men of A Troop; 2

‘May, 1945; (50) A-5, p. 4; (51) Statement by Capt. Vincent
R. Schmidt, SQQ Com, Quy 9 Hﬂy, 1945.
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¢ Troop by-passed Dorfen on .th\e newly selaeied route at
gsboutt 0200, 2 May, In the darkness and with héavy snow still
falling, t.he. e5lumn became .separated. Only geven armored ~ears,
one half track and three 1/4 tons were 9till with the Troop
Ccsnmander. |

¢ Troop Commander and his group eontinued gouth in an
effort to contact A Troop. A8 the group mowed into Hagg, t.hey'
spotted two towed German 88'a, PFire was placed on these guns
as soon a3 the first armored car gun crew cmld get out from
| under the tarpaulin that had been protecting them from the snow.
When the crew opened up on the two guns, they drew fire from
nearby buildings. S50 caliber fire froam the leading 1/4 tons
silenced the enemy fire, Several AP rounds were fired at the
88's, and the Troop moved on into Hagg. (52)

— A German hospital train, preparing to pull out of Hagg,
waa stopped snd searched. In the column there was a German
apmmuinition truck., When a member of its crew made & move that
sroused the suspicion of cme of the 1/4 ton gunners, he opened
fire with his machine gun, set the truck on fire and killed the
crew., Later A Troop was contacted by ré.dio and found to be not
far outaide the town. C Troop moved on to mest them. (53)

Heanwhile, the 24 Platoon of C Troop, while lost, had ene
gaged in a short fire fight in a small village, had cleared
t.hé village and stéyed there fa the' night. At esbout 0800,

2 May, they had mowd on to St. Wolfgzeng (25-6’?). {54)

While in St. Wolfgang, a radlo operator of 24 Platcon, C
Troop, picked up t.hé locations of bot.h ¢ Troop gnd Squaaron
Headquarters. Pift.y'priaonera were rounded up fram the wooded
{52) A-5, p. B, (53) A-5, p. 8; (54) Self, present when
platoon arrived. ' 7 _
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ares arcund the town. The Platoon then proceeded on towards
Hagg. On the ontskirts of Hagg they were.fired on from & wooded
area to the left of the road. The Platoon fired imto the wools
with rifles and autometic weapons for a few minutes, ihen went
into the wools dismounted. Several Germane were killed, amd
some seventy-five prisoners were taken. The Platoon then pro-
cesded to rejoin Proop Headquarters. (55)

The Sd Platoon of ¢ Troop, which had also been lost, found
its way up behind a column containing E and F Troops and elemente
of Squadron Headquertera. This column, upon reaching the out-

skirts of Hagg, also came upoh two German self-propelled weapons.
The gcolumn bhalted, and the .3qmdron commmmiocations officer with |
two enlisted men duickly dismounted anl beldly attacked the crew
of the 88's after creeping up to a flank. Fortunately, the enemy
gun erews had been surprised, and by the time they were reedy fo
sction, they were receiving small arms fire from the weapons in
the hands of the three men on their flank, Other Cermans i a
personnel carrisr were fired upon by the e¢eoluwn, and those re-
maining aurren'dered. Undexr the cemnd of the comunications
officer, the town was cleared of enemy by a house to house search,
Seme four hundred prisoners were taken. Outside the town Germans,
known to be in & barn, would not ceme out on orzl.ar._"It was then
neoasgarYy to set fire to the barn by firing incendiaries, The
column then moved on towards Wassereburg. (56) | ‘

At 0400, 2 Hay, A Troop, with C Troop (-) in cclumn behind,
had moved out from 1ts bivouse on the cuteklrts of Hagz. It
proceeded on towards Wassersburg., Upon nesring the town, many |
Gormans came out of the woods to surrender, Several small fights
(56) A=5, p. 8; (56) Statement by Capt. Vincent R. Sehmidt,

SQ. Com. 0., 9 Mey,1945,
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took place. The hesd of the columm was fired upon twice by
sntitank guna supported by machine guns, but eaqh.time the
resistance withdrew and finally set up & road block on high
groand nverlopkihg Wassersburg. Dismounted reconnaissance
found the road bleck heavily mined but lightly protected by
diadonraged Germans, who quickly surrendered whan_ﬁ little
pressure was applied. The road bieck wasg feduced, and inform-

ation gained from prisoners and olviliang indiecated that
Wassersburg was gtrongly held with many 8S troops prezent. (57)

A request was sent to Squadron Headquarters for additional
assﬁult guns and tanks, A Troop Commander iaa told that the
86th Infantry Division Commander had decided to use an Infankry
attack, snd, as Soon as the Infantry passed through, the Troop
was to return %o the Squadron. At about 1700, 2 May, the Troop
was relieved and rejoined the Squadren, (58) |

The Infantry elements of "Task Force Polk" went on to
eapture the objective. (59) L

On S‘Iay, a change of Arwy boundaries caused IIT Gorps
to be pinehed out, The 234 was relieved fran the 86th Infantry
Division and directed to returm teo ﬁnranbsrg; (60)

ARALYSIS AND CRITICISM |

In analyzing this operation it may be seen that the 234
Cavalry Recoﬁnaissanco Squadron (Mecsz) 'aé assigned an impoer-
tant misgion although a rather hide an& saeﬁ_affair from a
combat standpoint, Most of the opposition consisted of fanati-
cal 83 troops who seemed determined to give their lives for the
Fatherland and their Fhehref. The 234 Cavalry tried to help
(57) A=5, p. 4; (58) Self, present at Sq. Hq.,; (59) Statement
by Col. Raymond C, Adkisson, 8q., CO, 3 May, 1945; (60) &-5,
PP. 2, &, 9. '
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them with this effort,

The lozs of time, in the emccomplishment of the assigned
mission, 13 the greatest single criticism that ean be made of
the operation.

It 18 believed by the aunthor that the assigred misaion
scould have been accomplished in about en#-half the time if the
"Task Foroce" Commander had provided infemtry to ﬁeeumpang the
8quadron on their amored cars and tanks, MNuch valuable time
could have been saved 1f infantry had been preseat to help
¢lesr and oecuﬁy towns, in oxder that eremy troops conld not
reenter and further delay the advance of the Squadren to the
objective. Both the towns of Dorfen and Hagg stand out as
examples of thls, Both were reentered more than once forelmg
each element of the Squadren to engage in at least a small
fire fight before they could pass through or by-pess the town.

At least 2 squad of englmeers should have been ﬁravidad
to ascompany the leading element of the Squadren toaid in
making minor repaifb to bridges, which would bhave, in some
cﬁSEs, permitied a more rapid orossing of sireams and canals,

The Squadron Commander can be c¢ritieiged for not sooner
‘pushing his main effort along one avemue of approach to the
objeeun.-' However, it will be rescalled that poor road and
weather eonditions, nuﬁerous étraama, rivers and eamals made
the selection of a single route very difficult, pertioularly
in the vieinity of Freising. Considereble reconnaissance was
required before suitable river and canal érosaing sitez could
be found, -, _

Failure by the "Tesk Force" Commander to give sufficient
consideration to th® gasoline aﬁd oil requirements of a mechan-

 ized unit permite additional criticism,
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Troop Commanders as a whole ¢can be eriticised for per-
mitting the engagement of their respective troops in fire
fights which could have been avoided.

The Squadren must be given credit for proceeding to
accomplish their sssigned miésian in the face of the elements
a3 well as light enemy resistance, 4 toial of sbout one hun-
dred fifty wmiles was eovered:during the five aay pariod. Ten-
in-one, ¢ and K rations were eaten, and little sleep was had
by the troops. The morale of the troops wes very high all
during the‘operatiem. They knew the War was just about to an
end, and,more important, they were helping to equare things
for many of their friends and camradeg.

| N LESSONS
_ Some of the lessons to be learned from this operatiem are:

1. When a "Task Farce®™ in & pursuit operation is assigned
8 misgion of cutting an eneﬁy route or rautes'ar withdratal, it
18 important that the unit avold unnecessary combat with the
enemy until it is in a position to aceomplish this miasion. The
"Pagk Ferce® must, however, be mepared to fight in order to
acoomplish 1ts mission.

2, 4An advanee te eut off an enemy uithdrawnl ghould be
made on ; narrow frc&zt in arder to avold emt@‘:g:—th :l;tm enewy
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in adjacent areas and to retaln gesrecy of purpose.

3. Where the situation 1s obscure, the column formation is

WMMMM A PR A
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beat, beczuse it provides flexibility and control, TFrem such a
ammaioia 8

formation quick concentration on eritiscal points ia possidble es
a result of the freedom of maneuver provided,

4, Inrantry mst elther follow very closely or be a part
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of the leading elementa in order to prevunt reentranee ef the
WWWW B ol LR
snemy into towns that are eaptured,
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5. Leéading wehicles mat be mtated ;f.‘req usntlz te allaw

erews to ﬁ't'ﬁ W¥eh with llight enemy reaistams, every corner,
bum, hill or other terrain feature keeps the crew ah
mental tension. The location of an enemy antitank gun, sniper,
mine or troep concentration must always be a:paeted to be just
around the bend in the road. Crews of lead vehicles operating
behind enauy lines tire very quickly.
6. Gavalry or other mechanigzed units, which might operate
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eong iderably 11: advance of ithe main body,must. have medleal units
Mm

attached which have capabilitiea beyond that of aid wmen,
W

Te Suggly st be given one of the first aomidamtionl
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when plans are made fa- 8 machanized or motorized pursuit.
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8. Leading elements of a unit or "Task Ferce in purauit
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muet be clesely aupported by enginaers.
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9. Some s-ystem for the handlin ng o of pigonera must be de-
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vised for unit.s _which opsrate in sdvance of the main body, Such

i amEi

a8 unit cammot afford to leave guards behind each time prisoners
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are taken, nor ean they movide sufficient transportation te
take even a few along’.

10. The SO caliber mechine gun mounted in 1/4 ton trucks
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is an extremsly uaeful ueaﬁ;aan in emmm
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11. The M-8 srmored car 1s definitely a poor vehicle for

pursuit eperatiom A8 it 18 extremely road bhound,
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12, The M-24 light tank 1s an excellent yohisls fac.Dur:

suit operationa,as it has fire power, maneuverebill ty, speed.

and affords protection to the crew from small arms fire.

13, Gomunicat.ions iz of wimry .mpcn-tance in organizing
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a "Task P‘oree for p'ara uit operat.i one «
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